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Sailors race from St. Pete to Cuba
for the first time since 1959
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ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. - For the first time in nearly 60 years, sailors are racing from St.
Petersburg to Cuba. The Havana Regatta starts Tuesday at 10 a.m.

Monday, sailors started getting ready for the race. As of early Tuesday morning, 80 boats were

registered for the regatta, with more than 550 sailors aboard those boats.

One of those boats is part of the Warrior Sailing Program that helps veterans get out on the
water. American Freedom Distillery, run by veterans in St. Petersburg, is sponsoring veterans

for this race.
This is an opportunity to go on a sailing trip to Cuba many wouldn’t be able to do other side.

“We kind of feel good as green berets because we get to say, well its the first time anybody’s
brought American freedom to Cuba in over fifty years and we're the ones doing it so, but the
big thing is that we get the chance to be together, we get a chance to learn some new skills,”

Robert Schaefer, veteran and co-founder American Freedom Distillery, said.

Havana Regatta Race Tracker

“Being able to go on a sailboat race with some of the guys who really have fought so hard for
our freedom I'm honored to be on the boat with them, and looking forward to listening to some
of the stories that they've got to tell,” veteran Bill Dunham said.

This is a two-day race that involves sailing overnight. This hasn’t been done since 1959.

The race starts at 10 a.m., leaving from St. Petersburg’s waterfront and sailing toward the



Skyway Bridge.
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Thank you and welcome!

Havana Regatta sets sail Tuesday

For the first time in nearly 60 years, sailors are racing from St. Petersburg to Cuba. The Havana Regatta
starts Tuesday at10 a.m.

22-year-old St. Pete man dies following stabbing

St. Pete Police are investigating the fatal stabbing of a 22-year-old man.

Blind veteran sailing to Cuba in Regatta race
Blind, Ret. Army Lt. Col. set to sail to Cuba from St. Petersburg in Havana Regatta Yacht Race

Fire Dept. gets new trucks to cut response time

When vou call 9-1-1, you expect to get help immediately, but ABC Action News found out response times are
slipping in St. Petersburg and it is taking firefighters, on average, more time to get to you. Now, there's help
on the way to speed up response times.

New bill would make euthanizing animals harder

An estimated 3 million animals are euthanized in shelters, every year. The subject is the cause of much
debate and can even be seen as taboo. Now, a Florida Senate Bill seeks to make it harder to do.

Eighth grader working to help Syrian refugees

An eighth-grader is going to Washington D.C. with Charlie Crist thanks to his desire to help Syrian
refugees.



